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In the Lyrical Ballads, Wordsworth was to provide
poems of simple and rustic life, and Coleridge those
which dealt with the supernatural. The great innova-
tion was to be in the language. For the "poetic
diction " of the eighteenth century, they were deter-
mined to substitute " a selection of the language
really used by men." This was Wordsworth's mani-
festo:

" The principal object which I proposed to myself
in these Poems was to choose incidents and situations
from common life and to relate or describe them
throughout, as far as was possible, in a selection of the
language really used by men ; and, at the same time,
to throw over them a certain colouring of imagina-
tion, whereby ordinary things should be presented to
the mind in an unusual way."

Here is one of Wordsworth's contributions.

Up ! up ! my Friend, and quit your books;
Or surely you'll grow double:
Up ! up ! my Friend, and clear your looks;
Why all this toil and trouble ?

The sun, above the mountain's head9
A freshening lustre mellow
Through all the long green fields has spread,
His first sweet evening yellow.

Books ! 'tis a dull and endless strife :
Come, hear the woodland linnet,
How sweet his music ! on my Iife9
There's more of wisdom in it. . . .